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Secondly, in view of the fact that the consumption of milk
and milk-products is far below what is desirable, and that the
conditions of their production are fraught with grave risks of
contamination and pollution, the informed public opinion of
the country should not remain content until some definite steps
are taken to organize the dairy industry as an integral part of
agricultural economy in India. The state of our milk supply
and of the dairy industry reflects nothing but discredit on a
civilized government. The initiative for evolving a satisfactory
system must now come from the peoples and their representa-
tives in the legislatures. We do not underestimate the difficul-
ties inherent in the problem, but they are by no means insuper-
able. What is necessary is the preparedness to formulate a bold
policy and the will to carry it out.

In planning the development of our dairy industry, it is
essential that regions adapted to dairy farming should be
properly surveyed in all their aspects. Each of these regions
may then be divided into a number of'dairy districts' and each
of these may be organized on co-operative lines so that the
industry may be freed from the grip of outside interests. The
security of land tenure for our dairy farmers, the reservation
of grazing land, the development of collective economy in
milk production and distribution and of mixed farming would
lay the foundation of progress of dairying in India. While
adopting scientific technique in the methods of production and
distribution of dairy products, our aim should be to avoid a
large-scale factory system. The difficulties arising from the lack
of communications and transport facilities, or from the cir-
cumstances which make it impossible to employ scientific
technique, should concern those who are now responsible for
the welfare of the people.

But it should be realized that no positive advance in the
development of the dairy industry is possible without building
up high-yielding herds of milch cattle and that by increasing
the yield of Indian cattle we may succeed to a great extent in
reducing the cost of milk production. It is necessary that every
step leading to the improvement of indigenous strains of cattle
should now be taken and that the provision of financial assis-
tance for the purpose should be adequate. We cannot suggest
a single measure which would contribute more to the solution
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